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By Michael Holderness, all in my opinion

PUBLIC NOTICE
COUNTY permit is required for Lido Key Groin/Jetty!

Sarasota County’s own environmental attorney agreed at the 2019 Coastal Advisory Meeting that the City needs  
a county permit for this major construction project of the groin/Jetty on South Lido.

Paid Advertorial

Status: City has yet to file with the county and Sarasota County Environmental Department  
has yet to red tag the city.

Why is county permit important? 
The FDEP permit is conditional and #3 clearly states that it can’t construct a groin/Jetty 

without a county permit. Not to mention under the Coastal Management Act USACOE 
can’t spend a penny of federal funds if their partner (the city) is not in compliance.

THE county MUST act as the mechanism that triggers FDEP to action against this 
deficiency.

IMPACT TO TED SPERLING PARK: 
Shortly after the sands were placed on the beaches, the 
shoreline at the groins area will transform because the groin 
catches sands and form protection to the shoreline. As time 
goes by, there will be less and less sand that can be caught by 
a groin, eventually, no sands left to be caught and the groin no 
longer be able to function to protect the shoreline.

In July, the following slide was sent to the partners Sarasota City and USACOE showing 
Ted Sperling Park will be eroded FIRST. Their NEW channeling has already started 
eroding the southern tip of COUNTY public park and is the cause of major rip currents.

 

As predicted, you can clearly see what is to come, and as of September 12th what is 
happening already.

Negative Impacts of Groins
The USACE plan proposed will destroy Big Sarasota Pass ebb shoal which is unique due 

to its shallow depths, breaking waves, and protection of the shoreline. 

The negative impacts of groins on natural shorelines at 
downdrift is very well understood and documented. 
When a groin works as designed, sand moving along 
the beach in the downdrift direction is trapped on the 
updrift side of the groin, causing a sand deficit, and 
increasing erosion rates on the downdrift side. This 
negative effect of groins is demonstrated by the Figure. 

Groins also block public access along the beaches of 
the Gulf of Mexico and barrier island passes (as defined 
by riparian rights under Florida Statutes 253.141) ; 
cause erosion damage to adjacent property resulting 

from man-made structures; impact beaches, beachfront dunes, beachfront bluffs, and 
beachfront vegetation necessary for maintaining shoreline stability and sea turtle 
nesting beach. Dunes are a far better alternative. 

By design, the Groin/Jetty will permanently damage the park and section of its beach. 
unfixable, un-reversible, and permanently!!!

 

The above demonstrates what will happen after the construction of groin in Lido’s private Beach abutting 
County’s public park. 

IMPACT TO NORTH SIESTA KEY SHORELINES
The CMS modeling results conclude 

no adverse impacts to north Siesta Key 
shorelines. However, this conclusion is 
not consistent with the coastal process 
of the sediment transport across the Big 
Pass. In addition to the proposed mining 
that will reduce the total amount of 
sediment available to transport to Siesta 
Key shoreline, the deepened water depth 
will significantly reduce the amount of 
sand that would be able to transport to 
Siesta Key. This is particularly true right 
after the mining when the equilibrium 
of the sediment transport is not reached. 
Therefore, I agreed with Atkins concern 
that “back-passing of sand by dredging 
a portion of the ebb shoal may interrupt 
this movement with consequent adverse 
effects for Siesta Key.” It will be impossible 
for nature to heal with Southern Jetty. 

WHAT IS MISSING FOR LIDO SPP PROJECT? 
COUNTY PERMIT REQUIREMENTS! The Lido Key Federal Shore Protection Project is 

located entirely seaward of Sarasota County Gulf Beach Setback line (GBSL) and waterward 
of Sarasota County 20-Year Pass Hazard Line (PHL). Section 54-723 in Chapter 54, Article 
XXII of the Sarasota County Code of Ordinances (Coastal Setback Code) states that Gulf 
Beach Setback Line (GBSL) and Barrier Island Pass 20-Year Hazard Line (PHL) requires:
(a.)  Prohibition: The following activities are prohibited Seaward of the GBSL and Waterward 

of the PHL, except as otherwise provided herein: (1) Construction or Excavation; Lido 
SPP includes dredging in Big Pass, which is excavation; construction of groins, which 
is construction and sand placement, which is also a construction. All activities in Lido 
SPP are prohibited by Sarasota County Coastal Setback Code unless a Coastal Setback 
Variance is granted by Sarasota County Commission through a Public Hearing process.

All public due process and county BCC opinions have been muted. There was no city text 
amendment followed by the required county approval through the permitting process. “Sec. 
VII-1304. - Seawall, groins, and beach protective devices. Where properties are located on 
the waters of the Gulf of Mexico or the waters of passes, seawalls, groins, and other beach 
protection devices or coastal armoring shall be erected in accordance with F.S. § 161.085 
and only by special permit of the city commission, upon it being proved by the permittee 
at a public hearing held for such purpose that such beach protection works are necessary 
to prevent such erosion, are properly designed to prevent erosion of the property on which 
they are to be erected, and will not adversely affect adjacent and nearby properties.”

The County’s Environmental Permitting has yet to require the City to file a Coastal 
Setback Variance for Lido SPP project. City also needs a Waterway Navigational Control 
Authority (WNCA) major work permit from the county commission before they can build a 
groin. Due to County’s Environmental Protection Division negligence and mismanagement, 
no GBSL variance and no WNCA major work permit is filed by the City for the proposed 
dredging, groins, and beach nourishment project. Although sometimes a WNCA major 
permit and a Coastal Setback Variance can be combined into one public hearing event, at 
least one of them must be filed to do construction or excavation seaward of the GBSL and/
or waterward of the PHL. At a minimum, the City should file an after-the-fact variance 
application immediately for the dredging project.

The Big Pass dredging project is extremely controversial and had multiple violations 
during its permitting phases,

(1)  It violates Article XX, Sec 54-650 of Sarasota County Code of Ordinances, Waterway 
Navigational Control Authority (WNCA), and did not have a major dredging permit. 
Without WNCA permit, no public hearing, and no public input

(2)  It violates Article XXII, Sec. 54-723 of the Sarasota County Code of Ordinances (Coastal 
Setback Code) for not obtain a Coastal Setback Variance for the construction of groin 
structures. Without a variance, no public input and public opinion has been eliminated

(3)  It violates Sarasota County Comprehensive Plan - Env Policy 4.6.1 – Prohibit dredge 
and fill activities in the Gulf of Mexico, bays, rivers, and streams of the county except 
to maintain previously dredged functional navigation channels and existing drainage 
canals. Maintenance of previously dredged waterways shall be accomplished in 
ways that are environmentally sound. All new environmentally sound navigation 
channels and beach nourishment projects require approval by the Board of County 
Commissioners and must be determined to be in the public interest. The dredging of new 
navigation channels other than those just described shall be prohibited

(4) There is NO LEGAL PERMIT for Ted Sperling. 

Only realistic conclusion Local and federal $ are being spent on this proposed Jetty and 
currently on dredging Big Sarasota Pass that will increase wave action and erosion rates at 
Public park, beaches, and private properties on Siesta Key. 

Therefore, the dredging should be halted immediately, and the groins should not be 
allowed to be constructed.


